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4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 1-7. 11, 12, 71-77 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1. Applicant's election without traverse of species Bl drawn to claims 1-7, 11,12, 71-77 is 
acknowledged. 

2. Claims 8 and 13 have been withdrawn by applicant from further consideration pursuant 
to 37 CFR 1.142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected elected invention, there being no allowable 
generic or linking claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on 12/16/05. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

4. Claim 71-77 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not described in 
the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with 
which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. 

5. In claim 71 the limitation, "sending a poll from the controller to the plurality of electrical 
device" is not enabled in the disclosure. The applicant does not provide the meaning of a "poll" 
or the reason for sending a "poll" as disclosed in the invention 
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In claim 72 the limitation, "sorting of the first and second power requests" as disclosed in 
the invention is not enabled. The applicant does not provide in what manner or how "sorting" is 
done in the claimed "sorting of the first and second power requests". 

The rejection applies to claims with similar deficiencies. 



6. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

7. Claims 2-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

In claim 2, it is not clear what all is meant and encompassed "qualitative component" and 
quantitative component". These terms as used by the applicant in the specification, pages 3, 4, 
15, 25. These limitations are not clear as they are attempting to define a parameter in relation to 
a "request level". Applicant does not provide a meaning of a "request level" in the disclosure. 
Thus "request level" is indefinite. 

In claim 4, it is not clear what all is meant and encompassed by "a first need component" 
and "a second need component". It is not clear what all is meant and encompassed by the term 
"need". Applicant does not provide the meaning of "need" in relation to the claimed "first need 
component" and "second need component". The metes and bounds of the limitation is not clear. 

The rejection applies to claims with similar deficiencies. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

9. Claims 1-7, 11,12, 71-77 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticpated by 
Weiler et al (5936318). 

Regarding claim 1, Weiler et al (abstract, figs. 1-3; col. 2-6) disclose a method for 
distributing electrical power to a plurality of electrical devices in a vehicle, the method 
comprising: 

receiving at least a first operating command for at least one of the plurality of electrical 
devices (i.e. operator inputs an operating command for power consuming devices, a processor 27 
receives the command for processing; col. 1, lines 50-55; col. 2, lines 1-43; col. 3, lines 45-51); 

in response to receiving the operating command, polling the plurality of electrical devices 
for power requests (i.e. a controller 27 checks devices or monitors the load or power request 
from the devices; col. 5, lines 65 to col. 6, lines 1-21; col. 5, 33-49); 

receiving at least one power request from the plurality of electrical devices in response to 
the poll (i.e. since the processor continually measures the prevailing load from the devices, the 
processor is polling the devices before and after a given poll; col. 5, lines 65 to col. 6, lines 1- 
21); and 

distributing power to the electrical devices based on the at least one power request 
received from the plurality of electrical devices (col. 5, lines 65 to col. 6, lines 1-21). 
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Regarding claim 2, Weiler et al (abstract, figs. 1-3; col. 2-6) disclose the method of claim 
1 wherein receiving the at least one power request includes receiving a power request having a 
quantitative component and a qualitative component, wherein the qualitative component is 
different than the quantitative component (i.e. the priority and consumption loads are different; 
col. 4, lines 19-38; col. 6, lines 38-51). 

Regarding claim 3, Weiler et al (abstract, figs. 1-3; col. 2-6) disclose the method of claim 
1 wherein receiving the at least one power request includes receiving a power request having a 
quantitative load component and a qualitative need component, wherein the qualitative need 
component is different than the qualitative load component (i.e. the priority and consumption 
loads are different; col. 4, lines 19-38; col. 6, lines 38-51). 

Regarding claim 4, Weiler et al (abstract, figs. 1-3; col. 2-6) disclose the method of claim 
1 wherein receiving the at least one power request includes receiving a first power request from a 
first appliance and a second power request from a second appliance, wherein the first power 
request includes a first need component and the second power request includes a second need 
component, and wherein distributing power to the electrical devices includes distributing power 
to the first and second appliances based on a comparison of the first need component to the 
second need component (i.e. priority and consumption load; col. 4, lines 19-38; col. 6, lines 38- 
51). 

Regarding claim 5, Weiler et al (abstract, figs. 1-3; col. 2-6) disclose the method of claim 
1 wherein the plurality of electrical devices includes at least first and second aircraft galley 
appliances (col. 2, lines 63-67), wherein receiving the at least one power request includes 
receiving a first power request from the first galley appliance and a second power request from 
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the second galley appliance (col. 4, lines 19-38; col. 6, lines 38-51), wherein the method further 
comprises sorting the first and second power requests in descending order of need, and wherein 
distributing power to the plurality of electrical devices includes distributing power to the first and 
second galley appliances based on the sorting of the first and second power requests (col. 4, lines 
19-38; col. 6, lines 38-51). 

Regarding claim 6, Weiler et al (abstract, figs. 1-3; col. 2-6) disclose the method of claim 
1, further comprising receiving a preset allocation of electric power for distribution to the 
plurality of electrical devices, and wherein distributing power to the electrical devices includes 
distributing a total amount of power that does not exceed the preset allocation (col. 4, lines 19- 
38; col. 6, lines 38-51). 

Regarding claim 7, Weiler et al (abstract, figs. 1-3; col. 2-6) disclose the method of claim 
1 wherein receiving at least a first operating command for at least one of the plurality of 
electrical devices includes receiving an operating command from a user via a display screen 
operably coupled to the at least one electrical device (col. 1, lines 46-55; col. 2, lines 33-44; col. 
3, lines 38-51). 

Regarding claim 11, Weiler et al (abstract, figs. 1-3; col. 2-6) disclose the method of 
claim 1 wherein receiving at least a first operating command includes receiving first and second 
operating commands, the first operating command corresponding to a first galley appliance on an 
aircraft and the second operating command corresponding to a second galley appliance on the 
aircraft (col. 2, lines 63-67; col. 3, lines 24-36). 
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Regarding claim 12, Weiler et al (abstract, figs. 1-3; col. 2-6) disclose the method of 
claim 1 wherein receiving at least a first operating command includes receiving an operating 
command from a user (col. 1, lines 45-55; col. 2, lines 28-43; col. 3, lines 38-51). 

Regarding claim 71, Weiler et al (abstract, figs. 1-3; col. 2-6) disclose a method for 
distributing electric power to a plurality of electrical devices in a vehicle, wherein the plurality of 
electrical devices includes at least first and second electrical devices operably connected to a 
controller, the method comprising: 

receiving, at the controller, at least one operating command for at least one of the 
plurality of electrical devices (i.e. operator inputs an operating command for power consuming 
devices, a processor 27 receives the command for processing; col. 1, lines 50-55; col. 2, lines 1- 
43; col. 3, lines 45-51); 

in response to receiving the operating command, sending a poll from the controller to the 
plurality of electrical devices for power requests (i.e. a controller 27 checks devices or monitors 
the load or power request from the devices; col. 5, lines 65 to col. 6, lines 1-21; col. 5, 33-49); 

receiving, at the controller, a first power request from the first electrical device when the 
first electrical device responds to the poll (i.e. since the processor continually measures the 
prevailing load from the devices, the processor is polling the devices before and after a given 
poll; col. 5, lines 65 to col. 6, lines 1-21); 

receiving, at the controller, a second power request from the second electrical device 
when the second electrical device responds to the poll (i.e. since the processor continually 
measures the prevailing load from the devices, the processor is polling the devices before and 
after a given poll; col. 5, lines 65 to col. 6, lines 1-21); and 
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distributing power to the first and second electrical devices based on the first and second 
power requests (col. 5, lines 65 to col. 6, lines 1-21). 

Regarding claim 72, Weiler et al (abstract, figs. 1-3; col. 2-6) disclose the method of 
claim 71, further comprising sorting the first and second power requests (col. 4, lines 19-38; col. 
6, lines 38-51), wherein distributing power to the first and second electrical devices includes 
distributing power to the first and second electrical devices based on the sorting of the first and 
second power requests (i.e. priority and consumption load; col. 4, lines 19-38; col. 6, lines 38- 
51). ■ 

Regarding claim 73, Weiler et al (abstract, figs. 1-3; col. 2-6) disclose the method of 
claim 71 wherein receiving, at the controller, a first power request from the first electrical device 
includes receiving a first power request associated with a first request level, wherein receiving at 
the controller a second power request from the second electrical device includes receiving a 
second power request associated with a second request level, wherein the method further 
comprises sorting the first and second power requests based on request level, and wherein 
distributing power to the first and second electrical devices includes distributing power to the 
first and second electrical devices based on the sorting of the first and second power requests (i.e. 
priority and consumption load; col. 4, lines 19-38; col. 6, lines 38-51). 

Regarding claim 74, Weiler et al (abstract, figs. 1-3; col. 2-6) disclose the method of 
claim 71 wherein receiving, at the controller, a first power request from the first electrical device 
includes receiving a first power request associated with a first level of need, wherein receiving, 
at the controller, a second power request from the second electrical device includes receiving a 
second power request associated with a second level of need, wherein the method further 
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comprises sorting the first and second power requests based on level of need, and wherein 
distributing power to the first and second electrical devices includes distributing power to the 
first and second electrical devices based on the sorting of the first and second power requests 
(col. 4, lines 19-38; col. 6, lines 38-51).. 

Regarding claim 75, Weiler et al (abstract, figs. 1-3; col. 2-6) disclose the method of 
claim 71 wherein receiving, at the controller, a first power request from the first electrical device 
includes receiving a power request having a quantitative component and a qualitative 
component, and wherein the qualitative component is different than the quantitative component, 
(col. 4, lines 19-38; col. 6, lines 38-51; (i.e. the priority and consumption loads are different; col. 
4, lines 19-38; col. 6, lines 38-51). 

Regarding claim 76, Weiler et al (abstract, figs. 1-3; col. 2-6) disclose the method of 
claim 71 wherein receiving, at the controller, a first power request from the first electrical device 
includes receiving a power request having a quantitative load component and a qualitative need 
component, and wherein the qualitative need component is different than the quantitative load 
component (i.e. the priority and consumption loads are different; col. 4, lines 19-38; col. 6, lines 
38-51). 

Regarding claim 77, Weiler et al (abstract, figs. 1-3; col. 2-6) disclose the method of 
claim 71 wherein receiving, at the controller, at least one operating command for at least one of 
the plurality of electrical devices includes receiving a user operating command from the at least 
one electrical device (col. 4, lines 19-38; col. 6, lines 38-51). 
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Response to Arguments 
10. Applicants arguments filed 7/19/06 have been fully considered but they are all not 
persuasive. 

The applicant argues that the prior art does not disclose, "polling a plurality of electrical 
devices for power requests and receiving at least one power request from the plurality of 
electrical devices in response to the poll". The examiner respectfully disagrees. In the prior art, 
the processor continually measures the prevailing load from the electrical devices, the processor 
is polling the devices before and after a given poll; col. 5, lines 65 to col. 6, lines 1-21. As 
clearly seen in the fig 2 of the prior art. A power control unit 27 communicates with a power 
allocation unit 1 1 . The power allocation unit 1 1 distributes power to electrical devices 14 that 
consume power. A load sensor monitors the electrical power demands or requests from 
switches connected to the devices 14-18. When each one of the devices 14-18 are turned on the 
device is requesting power. The unit 40 through the load sensor unit 43 monitor the power 
requests from each one of units 14-18. Units 27, 40, 43 together work cooperatively and know 
which one of the devices 44 is requesting power. Therefore, devices 27, 40, 43 are polling all the 
devices 44 for power request from each one of the devices 14-18. Based on the poll, the 
controller in the prior decides which one of the electrical devices 44 will receive power through 
power allocation unit 44 according to priority and consumption loads encountered. 

The operating command applicant is arguing refers to turning on of a switch in any one of 
the devices 14-18 in the prior art. 
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The applicant argues that there is not direct communication between units 27 and units 
14-18. It is noted that this line of argument is unnecessary since what is argued in not claimed. 
It is noted that units 27 and units 14-18 do communicate with each other. 

The applicant further argues that the prior art does not disclose a qualitative and 
quantitative component. These terms as used by the applicant in the specification, pages 3, 4, 15, 
25. These limitations are not clear as they are defined by referring to a "request level". 

It is further not clear what applicant is referring by arguing about "first and second need 
components". These limitations make the claims indefinite. 

It is believed that the rejection is proper and stand. 

Conclusion 

1 1 . Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 
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Communication 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ronnie Mancho whose telephone number is 571-272-6984. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs: 9-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jack Keith can be reached on 571-272-6878. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Ronnie Mancho 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3663 



January 21, 2007 




